
1	
	

Orchard Park Management Plan 
 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	
Prepared by The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire  

October 2014 



2	
	

	

	

	

This management plan was commissioned by the Orchard Park Wildlife Project with 
funding from the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Biodiversity Partnership and 
South Cambridgeshire District Council’s Wildlife Enhancement Scheme. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

The maps contained within this document are produced under © Crown copyright.  
All rights reserved. Cambridgeshire County Council 100023205 (2014).  

All photographs are the property of The Wildlife Trust BCN and must be credited as 
such. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



3	
	

Contents 
Introduction	...........................................................................................................................................	4	

Area	Profiles:	.........................................................................................................................................	5	

Wildlife	Area	......................................................................................................................................	5	

Orchard	and	Meadow	Triangle,	to	rear	of	the	Community	Primary	School	......................................	8	

Balancing	Pond,	adjacent	to	the	wildlife	area	.................................................................................	11	

Wildflower	Banks,	Ring	Fort	Road	...................................................................................................	12	

Foxglove	Way	...................................................................................................................................	15	

1-11	Ring	Fort	Road	.........................................................................................................................	16	

	Iceni	Way	and	Buttercup	Road	.......................................................................................................	17	

Circus	Drive	Communal	Area	...........................................................................................................	19	

Aster	Way	&	Sweetpea	Way	............................................................................................................	20	

Rosehip	Road	and	Central	Avenue	..................................................................................................	22	

Community	Centre,	Central	Avenue	................................................................................................	23	

Cornell	Court	and	Chieftain	Way	.....................................................................................................	26	

Travelodge	Hotel	.............................................................................................................................	27	

Topper	Street	and	Chieftain	Way	....................................................................................................	28	

Topper	Street	...................................................................................................................................	29	

Engledow	Drive	................................................................................................................................	34	

Newingham	Crescent	&	Pagram	Way	..............................................................................................	35	

Graham	Road	...................................................................................................................................	37	

Northern	Perimeter	.........................................................................................................................	40	

Pond	.................................................................................................................................................	40	

Bird	and	Bat	Boxes	...........................................................................................................................	40	

Community	Engagement	.................................................................................................................	41	

	

	

	

	

	

  



4	
	

Introduction 
	
Orchard	Park	housing	development	lies	on	the	northern	edge	of	Cambridge.	It	is	bordered	by	the	
A14	to	the	north	and	the	guided	busway	and	King’s	Hedges	Road	to	the	south.	Building	began	in	
2006	and	residential	and	commercial	properties	are	still	being	built	in	2014.	

	

This	plan	provides	a	habitat	map	of	Orchard	Park	with	guidance	on	managing	and	enhancing	the	
greenspaces	to	benefit	wildlife.	It	will	also	make	suggestions	on	where	new	wildlife	habitats	can	be	
created	and	what	residents	can	do	to	help	their	local	wildlife.	This	information	will	be	used	for	
planning	future	community	engagement	activities	and	focussing	the	efforts	of	local	volunteers.		

	
The	maps	included	in	this	plan	use	the	key	
opposite.	Areas	of	introduced	wildflowers	are	
those	that	have	been	sown	with	a	wildflower	and	
grass	seed	mix.	Areas	of	rough	grassland	have	not	
been	enhanced	already	but	have	mostly	been	
disturbed	at	some	point	during	the	development	
stage.	They	are	not	currently	managed	and	
demonstrate	semi-natural	habitats.	Private	
gardens	that	are	significantly	beneficial	to	wildlife	
have	been	mapped.			
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Area Profiles: 

Wildlife Area 
 

	
The	wildlife	area	is	located	on	the	north-
western	edge	of	the	development,	to	the	rear	
of	the	skateboard	park.	This	belt	of	scrub	
habitat	was	planted	with	tree	species	
including	dogwood,	hawthorn,	guelder	rose,	
blackthorn,	cherry	and	field	maple.	The	trees	
have	grown	well	and	now	form	a	relatively	
dense	habitat	with	nesting	and	feeding	
opportunities	for	a	range	of	animals.	The	
variety	of	species	planted	ensures	that	fruits	
are	available	over	a	broad	period	in	the	
autumn	and	winter.	A	number	of	bird	species	
were	observed	amongst	the	trees	(blackbird,	
robin	and	blue	tit).		

There	is	a	significant	absence	of	scrub	and	
woodland	habitat	across	Orchard	Park	so	this	
area	offers	key	features	for	wildlife.	The	
informality	and	density	of	the	habitat	makes	it	
ideal	for	nesting	birds	and	mammals.	As	the	
trees	mature	and	the	leaf	litter	develops,	the	
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associated	cracks	and	decaying	material	will	accommodate	fungi	and	invertebrates	dependant	on	
deadwood.		

The	nature	of	the	different	tree	species	has	meant	that	they	are	at	varying	heights	with	the	willow	
trees	growing	much	faster	than	the	others.	This	varied	structure	is	good;	however	the	willow	trees	
should	be	coppiced	to	prevent	the	habitat	being	dominated	by	larger	trees.	Coppicing	is	the	process	
of	cutting	a	tree	down	to	10cm	above	ground	level	to	encourage	new	growth.	Willow	trees	respond	
very	well	to	this	management	technique	and	will	sprout	new	growth	the	following	spring.	Any	wood	
generated	from	management	work	should	be	stacked	into	log	piles	within	the	wildlife	area	to	
provide	shelter	for	invertebrates	and	small	mammals.	This	coppicing	will	need	to	be	repeated	every	
5-10	years	depending	on	the	vigour	of	regrowth.		

When	planted,	tree	guards	and	wooden	supports	were	put	around	many	of	the	trees.	These	are	now	
redundant	as	the	trees	are	more	resilient	against	rabbit	or	deer	browsing,	and	should	therefore	be	
removed.	Likewise	the	mulch	mats	around	the	base	of	the	trees	can	be	removed	as	they	are	mostly	
broken	and	ineffective.		

There	is	very	little	in	terms	of	ground	flora	in	the	wildlife	area.	This	is	not	surprising	as	the	scrub	
casts	a	lot	of	shadow	and	does	not	provide	very	good	growing	conditions.	The	plants	that	are	
present	are	associated	with	disturbed	ground	or	woodlands	–	yarrow,	white	clover,	rosebay	
willowherb,	hedge	woundwort	and	mugwort.	Selective	coppicing	of	some	of	the	trees	would	allow	
light	into	small	areas	and	encourage	more	ground	flora	growth.	This	would	offer	more	nectar	
opportunities	for	insects	to	feed.	Due	to	the	small	overall	size	of	the	area,	four	small	patches	should	
be	coppiced	each	winter.	Each	patch	should	only	have	around	five	trees	in	it	and	preference	given	to	
coppicing	trees	that	respond	well	to	it	such	as	hazel,	ash,	willow	and	dogwood.	The	other	tree	
species	in	the	patch	could	be	reduced	by	removing	the	larger	branches	but	leaving	some	young	
growth.		

There	is	currently	a	pedestrian	gate	leading	into	the	wildlife	area	but	
access	within	it	is	very	limited.	Due	to	the	size	of	the	area	any	visiting	
people	would	cause	disturbance	to	the	wildlife	there.	This	would	be	of	
particular	concern	during	the	bird	breeding	season.	It	is	recommended	
that	a	path	is	not	created	and	that	limited	access	is	made	as	required	for	
management	to	be	undertaken.	The	post	and	rail	fence	around	the	
perimeter	should	be	retained.	The	area	is	divided	into	two	to	
accommodate	a	footpath	leading	from	the	A14	junction	to	the	sports	
courts.	This	footpath	is	a	desire	line	created	by	people	but	is	clearly	well	
used	and	should	therefore	be	retained.	Where	the	path	passes	between	
the	two	wildlife	areas,	there	is	a	large	amount	of	litter.	Regular	litter	
picking	should	be	done	to	keep	this	under	control	and	reduce	the	impact	
on	wildlife.	Notices	asking	people	not	to	drop	litter	may	help.		

In	total	23	bat	boxes	are	sited	on	poles	in	the	wildlife	area.	The	original	
formation	was	three	boxes	around	a	pole	to	account	for	changing	
conditions	and	the	requirements	of	the	bats.	Two	hibernation	roost	
boxes	have	been	installed	as	well	as	smaller	Schwegler	bat	boxes.	It	is	not	
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known	if	bats	are	using	the	boxes	so	monitoring	should	be	undertaken.	A	licence	from	Natural	
England	is	required	to	inspect	any	bat	roosts	or	potential	bat	roosts.	It	is	recommended	that	the	
boxes	are	monitored	through	a	combination	of	video	cameras	and	bat	detectors.	Filming	the	boxes	
at	dusk	and	analysing	the	video	can	reveal	if	bats	emerged	from	it.	This	is	often	difficult	to	see	at	the	
time	due	to	fading	light	and	the	speed	at	which	bats	emerge.	Bat	detectors	can	be	used	to	convert	
the	calls	of	the	bats	into	sounds	audible	to	humans.	It	does	not	disturb	the	bats	in	any	way	and	can	
be	undertaken	by	anyone	with	some	basic	knowledge	of	the	animals.	This	monitoring	work	could	be	
a	means	of	engaging	local	residents	and	educating	them	about	their	local	wildlife.		

It	seems	that	a	couple	of	bat	boxes	are	missing	from	a	pole	near	to	the	football	pitch.	Due	to	the	
exposed	position	of	the	boxes,	it	is	suspected	that	they	have	been	used	for	target	practice	and	been	
knocked	off	the	pole.	Following	investigation	as	to	if	the	remaining	boxes	are	being	used	or	not,	their	
position	should	be	reconsidered	as	it	may	be	more	suitable	to	put	them	elsewhere	on	the	estate	in	a	
more	discrete	location.	A	few	bird	boxes	have	also	been	installed	lower	down	on	the	poles.	These	
should	also	be	monitored	for	use	and	repaired	as	required.			

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Scrub	and	
Ground	flora	

Selective	
coppicing	

Winter,	
annually	

	 	 Loppers,	
bowsaws,	
gloves	

	

Scrub	 Coppicing	of	
willow	

Winter,	
5-10	yr	
rotation	

	 	 Loppers,	
bowsaws,	
gloves	

	

Scrub	 Removing	tree	
guards	and	
ties	

All	 	 	 Gloves,	spades,	
knife	

	

Scrub	 Litter	picking	 All	 	 	 Litter	pickers,	
bin	bags,	gloves	

	

Bats	and	
Birds	

Monitoring	of	
boxes	

Spring,	
Summer	

	 	 Binoculars,	bat	
detectors	
(Magenta	Bat	
4),	recording	
equipment,	
identification	
guides	

	

Bats	 Relocate	some	
boxes	

Summer	 	 	 Ladder,	
hammer,	
aluminium	nails	
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Orchard and Meadow Triangle, to rear of the Community Primary School 
	
Cambridgeshire	has	a	long	tradition	of	growing	
fruit	in	orchards,	in	fact	many	historic	varieties	
were	developed	nearby	and	hold	names	such	as	
Chiver’s	Delight,	Histon	Favourite	and	Cottenham	
Seedling.	Many	old	orchards	have	been	lost	over	
the	years	as	a	result	of	more	intensive	fruit	
growing,	development	and	neglect.	The	recent	
enthusiasm	to	plant	new	orchards	has	helped	to	
restore	this	valuable	habitat	and	provide	a	
reminder	of	our	local	heritage.	
Old	orchards	are	exceptionally	beneficial	to	
wildlife	–	the	trees	provide	blossom	in	the	spring	
and	fruits	in	the	autumn.	Fruit	trees	are	early	
senescent	hardwoods,	which	means	they	develop	
veteran	tree	features	in	a	relatively	short	time	
compared	to	other	native	hardwoods	such	as	oak.	
Features	of	a	veteran	tree	include	hollow	trunks,	
deadwood,	rot	holes	and	sap	runs.	Holes	and	
cracks	in	fruit	trees	are	ideal	places	for	birds	to	
nest	and	bats	to	roost.	Flaking	bark	enables	

beetles	to	bury	into	the	wood	to	lay	eggs	and	deadwood	provides	vital	food	for	fungi.		

This	orchard	consists	of	13	apple	trees	planted	5m	apart	and	line	two	sides	of	a	small	meadow	area.	
Unfortunately,	the	trees	don’t	appear	to	have	been	pruned	so	branches	emerge	at	1.8m	high	in	a	
dense	cluster.	In	some	cases	the	upper	branches	have	died.	All	of	the	trees	had	a	good	crop	of	
apples,	albeit	high	up	and	out	of	reach	for	picking.	Each	tree	has	a	wooden	frame	around	it	and	
rubber	straps	for	support.	The	frames	offer	much	needed	protection	from	the	mower	when	the	
meadow	is	cut	so	must	be	maintained.	The	rubber	straps	were	needed	initially	but	now	the	trees	are	
established	and	the	straps	can	be	seen	cutting	into	the	trunks	so	these	must	be	removed.					

Pruning	apple	trees	is	a	skilled	task	that	can	be	undertaken	by	following	simple	guidelines.	In	
addition,	pruning	workshops	are	run	locally	by	the	East	of	England	Apples	and	Orchards	Project	
(EEAOP).	At	this	early	stage,	pruning	is	undertaken	to	shape	the	tree	for	future	years	and	to	
encourage	fruiting.	One	traditional	shape	is	a	goblet	–	this	is	when	the	tree	has	a	relatively	short	
trunk	and	branches	fan	out	in	a	cup	shape.	This	ensures	air	movement	within	the	tree	to	promote	
healthy	growth.	These	trees	already	have	a	tall	trunk	so	the	focus	should	be	on	selecting	a	few	
branches	to	grow	into	larger	fruit	bearing	branches	that	will	droop	down	from	the	weight	of	the	
fruit.	Fruit	trees	generally	respond	well	to	pruning	but	you	have	to	be	careful	not	to	remove	too	
much	material	–	remove	no	more	than	20%	of	the	canopy.	Start	by	removing	the	dead	branches	
back	to	the	healthy	wood.	Leave	cuts	on	an	angle	to	encourage	water	to	drain	off	and	reduce	the	
chance	of	infection.	Next,	ensure	that	there	are	no	branches	that	cross	each	other.	Where	branches	
rub	against	each	other	the	bark	is	damaged	and	infections	can	develop.	Remove	branches	that	are	
growing	straight	upwards	or	are	in	the	middle	of	the	goblet	shape	as	they	will	cause	crowding.	Of	
the	remaining	branches,	select	those	which	look	healthiest	to	be	the	main	branches	and	clear	
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smaller	branches	from	around	them.	The	main	branches	should	be	reasonably	evenly	spaced	out	
around	the	trunk	to	ensure	a	balanced	tree	(this	is	better	for	stability	and	it	looks	nicer).	Do	not	
prune	these	main	branches	as	shortening	them	will	encourage	upward	growth.	Pruning	must	take	
place	in	the	winter	after	the	leaves	have	fallen	from	the	trees	(Nov-Jan).	This	is	when	the	trees	are	
dormant	so	it	will	cause	fewer	disturbances.	Healthy	prunings	can	be	placed	in	a	logpile	however,	
any	diseased	wood	should	be	disposed	of	elsewhere	to	avoid	spreading	any	bacteria	or	infections.	
The	location	of	the	orchard	isn’t	very	suitable	for	siting	a	logpile	so	prunings	should	be	placed	in	the	
wildlife	area.		
In	subsequent	years	the	trees	will	only	require	a	small	amount	of	pruning	to	maintain	the	open	
structure.	Trees	must	be	monitored	throughout	the	year	for	signs	of	poor	health.	If	a	tree	is	
suspected	of	having	an	infection,	equipment	must	be	disinfected	after	working	on	it.	Pruning	should	
be	done	with	sharp	loppers	or	a	pole	mounted	saw.	Safety	goggles	should	be	worn	when	pruning	to	
prevent	sawdust	from	entering	eyes.	This	is	prone	to	happen	when	sawing	branches	above	you.		
There	was	no	indication	at	the	orchard	as	to	if	people	are	allowed	to	pick	the	fruit	and	what	varieties	
of	apple	are	there.	A	small	sign	could	be	attached	to	each	of	the	wooden	frames	with	this	
information	to	encourage	local	residents	to	engage	with	their	environment.		

The	area	of	grassland	beneath	the	orchard	has	
been	sown	with	a	wildflower	and	grass	seed	mix	
and	is	consequently	rich	in	invertebrates.	The	
tall	grasses	and	variety	of	wildflowers	provide	a	
complex	habitat	structure	beneficial	to	
grasshoppers	and	butterflies	that	will	use	the	
area	to	shelter	overnight	as	well	as	feed	during	
the	day.	The	meadow	contains	common	bird’s-
foot-trefoil	which	is	a	great	nectar	source	as	well	
as	being	the	foodplant	for	the	common	blue	
butterfly	caterpillar.	The	less	vigorous	grasses	of	
common	bent,	yellow	oat-grass	and	crested	
dog’s-tail	complement	the	herb	species	by	not	
outcompeting	them	early	in	the	growing	season.	
A	path	is	regularly	mown	through	the	meadow	
to	allow	access	between	the	football	pitch	and	
the	playground.	This	should	be	continued	and	
would	also	enable	groups	of	school	children	to	
visit	the	area	as	part	of	their	lessons	to	look	at	
insects	or	flowers.		

The	whole	meadow	area	should	be	cut	as	follows:	
Early	Oct	–	Early	Feb	 Left	uncut	over	the	winter	period	
Early	Feb	–	Early	May	 Whole	area	to	be	cut	every	two	weeks	to	ensure	vigorous	grasses	do	not	
dominate	wildflowers.	
Early	May	–	Late	Aug	 Area	left	uncut	to	allow	plants	to	flower	and	set	seed.		
Late	Aug	–	Early	Oct	 Area	cut	and	cuttings	removed	in	late	August,	mid	September	and	early	
October.			
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When	the	grass	is	cut,	all	cuttings	must	be	removed	to	prevent	a	thick	thatch	from	forming	and	
nutrients	building	up	in	the	soil.	Care	must	be	taken	not	to	damage	the	trees	when	mowing.	If	need	
be	the	areas	directly	around	the	tree	trunks	should	be	cut	by	hand	twice	a	year	to	prevent	
establishment	of	brambles	and	nettles.	The	frequency	of	creeping	thistle	should	be	monitored	and	if	
deemed	unacceptable,	the	plants	will	require	pulling	up	prior	to	setting	seed	in	the	summer.		

	

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Orchard	 Remove	
rubber	straps	

All	 	 	 Knife,	gloves	 	

Orchard	 Maintain	
wooden	
frames	

All	 	 	 Hammer,	
nails,	
replacement	
wood,	gloves	

	

Orchard	 Pruning	 Winter	 	 	 Saws,	loppers,	
safety	goggles,	
gloves	

	

Orchard	 Install	signs	 All	 	 	 Signs,	nails,	
gloves,	
hammer	

	

Grassland	 Mowing	path	 All	 	 	 Mower	 	
Grassland	 Mowing	 Spring,	

Autumn	
	 	 Mower,	

shears,	gloves	
	

Grassland	 Thistle	control	 Spring,	
summer	

	 	 Gloves,	forks	 	
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Balancing Pond, adjacent to the wildlife area 
	

A	balancing	pond	approximately	20x7m	was	
created	on	the	north-eastern	edge	of	the	
development	at	the	bottom	of	the	A14	
embankment.	This	pond	is	to	store	run-off	
water	from	the	A14	which	would	be	high	in	
nutrient	and	potentially	some	pollutants	such	
as	fuel.	With	this	in	mind,	the	pond	would	not	
be	very	suitable	for	wildlife	as	aquatic	species	
such	as	amphibians	and	dragonflies	are	
sensitive	to	poor	water	quality.		
The	pond	area	appears	to	have	been	dry	for	
some	time	as	the	bottom	of	it	has	well	
established	clumps	of	tall	melliot	and	some	

anthills.	Anthills	are	created	by	harmless	yellow	meadow	ants	as	they	build	a	nest	of	tunnels	
beneath	the	ground.	The	ground	has	a	very	sparse	cover	of	vegetation	with	many	bare	patches	of	
earth	and	gravel.	This,	together	with	the	gentle	slopes,	provides	excellent	basking	sites	for	insects	
and	reptiles.	During	the	survey	many	Essex	skippers	were	seen	in	the	area	alongside	comma,	
gatekeeper	and	common	blue	damselflies.	A	variety	of	plants	were	in	flower	and	providing	insects	
with	nectar	–	wild	carrot,	hop	trefoil,	common	bird’s-foot-trefoil,	yellow	toadflax,	ribwort	plantain	
and	hoary	willowherb.	The	range	of	grass	species	present	create	a	good	structure	for	insects	to	
exploit.		

The	area	is	an	example	of	early	
colonisation	by	plants	and	it	would	be	
beneficial	to	maintain	this	stage	of	
succession.	This	can	easily	be	done	by	
disturbing	areas	of	the	ground	and	
removing	most	of	the	plants	present	
which	will	provide	open	ground	for	new	
plants	to	establish	into.	The	whole	area	
should	not	be	disturbed	at	once	as	this	
will	remove	the	existing	valuable	habitat;	
instead	one	quarter	of	the	area	should	be	
done	every	other	year.	The	process	will	
involve	cutting	back	the	vegetation	to	
ground	level	and	scarifying	the	ground	

with	a	fork	or	rake.	This	should	be	done	in	the	autumn	when	the	vegetation	has	died	back,	insects	
are	less	active	and	when	the	weather	is	still	relatively	dry.	Material	removed	can	be	piled	up	at	the	
back	of	the	area,	adjacent	to	the	A14	embankment.	If	not	managed,	this	area	would	develop	a	
denser	cover	of	vegetation	and	eventually	small	trees	would	establish.	There	is	already	a	single	
willow	seedling.	This	willow	tree	was	seen	to	be	used	by	birds	as	a	song	post	and	could	be	retained	
as	a	habitat	feature.	To	prevent	it	from	becoming	a	large	tree	and	maintain	the	short	shrubby	habit,	
the	tree	should	be	coppiced.	By	cutting	the	tree	down	to	ground	level,	this	will	promote	new	growth.	
This	should	be	repeated	every	3	years	to	keep	the	tree	small	and	manageable.	There	is	a	risk	that	the	
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new	shoots	on	the	willow	will	be	eaten	by	rabbits.	The	newly	coppiced	stump	should	be	protected	
by	laying	the	cut	willow	over	it	to	form	a	barrier.	This	willow	can	be	monitored	for	browsing	damage	
to	determine	if	rabbits	are	a	problem	for	future	coppicing	work.	If	they	are	browsing	the	shoots	then	
the	trees	can	be	coppiced	at	approximately	50cm	high	so	the	shoots	are	just	beyond	easy	reach.	If	all	
the	shoots	are	removed	from	a	newly	coppiced	stool,	then	the	tree	may	die.	Once	the	tree	has	tall	
shoots,	the	protective	barrier	can	be	removed.	Any	new	seedlings	that	appear	should	be	removed.						

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Bare	ground,	
sparse	
vegetation	

Ground	
disturbance	

Autumn	 	 	 Loppers,	
shears,	forks,	
gloves,	rakes	

	

Willow	song	
post	

Coppicing	 Winter	 	 	 Loppers,	saws,	
gloves	

	

Sparse	
Vegetation	

Remove	tree	
seedlings	

Spring,	
Autumn	

	 	 Gloves,	forks	 	

	

Wildflower Banks, Ring Fort Road 
The	verge	in	front	of	the	primary	school	on	Ring	Fort	
Road	consists	of	three	sections	of	low	bank	which	
have	each	been	sown	with	a	wildflower	and	grass	
seed	mix	to	benefit	wildlife.	In	the	wider	
countryside,	swathes	of	natural	grassland	have	been	
lost	to	agriculture,	development	and	pasture.	
Within	Orchard	Park	there	are	opportunities	to	help	
remediate	against	this	loss	and	provide	havens	for	
wildlife.	The	species	sown	here	were	selected	for	
their	suitability	to	the	locality	and	the	food	and	
shelter	they	provide	invertebrates.	These	creatures	
will	in	turn	be	food	for	birds	and	small	mammals	
and	are	key	in	supporting	a	healthy	ecosystem.	The	
gradual	variation	in	slope	provides	slightly	different	
microhabitats	so	more	niches	for	species	to	exploit.		
At	the	time	of	this	survey	(25/06/14)	the	vegetation	
on	the	two	banks	in	front	of	the	school	had	been	
cut.	From	the	cuttings	that	were	left	on	the	ground	
it	was	clear	that	some	plants	had	still	been	flowering	
and	were	therefore	of	great	value	to	insects.	The	
third	bank,	at	the	southern	end	had	not	yet	been	cut	
and	was	buzzing	with	life.	The	flowers	of	the	wild	
carrot,	black	knapweed,	lady’s	bedstraw,	tufted	
vetch	and	common	ragwort	attracted	many	insects	
such	as	butterflies,	beetles,	moths	and	bees.	Within	
this	short	stretch	of	habitat,	20	meadow	brown	
butterflies	were	observed	alongside	ringlets,	small	
tortoiseshells	and	common	blue	damselflies.				
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Left:	Pollen	beetles	on	greater	knapweed		
Right:	Oedemera	nobilis	on	oxeye	daisy		

	

Above:	The	recently	cut	wildflower	bank.			
Below:	The	uncut	bank	showing	wildflowers	and	diverse	habitat	structure	

	



14	
	

Alongside	the	species	that	were	introduced	to	this	third	section,	there	are	also	some	plants	that	are	
less	desirable	and	more	closely	associated	with	disturbed	ground.	This	is	consistent	with	the	area’s	
proximity	to	an	active	building	plot	–	disturbance	was	limited	to	the	ends	of	the	bank	adjacent	to	
access	tracks.	Species	such	as	bristly	ox-tongue,	creeping	thistle,	hedge	bindweed	and	perennial	rye-
grass	were	more	frequent	here.	The	spread	of	these	species	into	the	grassland	can	be	restricted	by	
encouraging	dense	ground	cover	and	limiting	the	amount	of	disturbance	to	the	ground.	There	was	
evidence	that	a	vehicle	had	recently	driven	along	the	grassland	at	the	bottom	of	the	bank	and	this	
activity	must	be	stopped	to	ensure	the	grassland	establishes	successfully.	If	the	number	of	‘weed’	
plants	increases	to	the	detriment	of	the	other	meadow	species,	they	should	be	controlled	either	by	
spot	spraying	with	a	suitable	herbicide	(by	trained	personnel)	or	by	pulling	up	the	plants.	It	is	
important	that	this	action	is	done	before	the	plants	have	a	chance	to	set	seed.		

Management	of	the	wildflower	banks	must	be	to	maximise	their	benefit	to	wildlife	whilst	also	being	
aesthetically	pleasing	to	passers-by.	A	simple	way	of	making	a	meadow	area	look	managed	is	to	keep	
a	strip	around	the	edge	mown	shorter	throughout	the	year.	In	the	case	of	the	banks	this	could	be	a	
1m	strip	alongside	the	footpath	that	is	maintained	at	a	height	of	around	5cm.	This	should	also	help	
to	discourage	litter	from	being	thrown	into	the	long	grass.	A	litter	pick	should	be	held	prior	to	the	
long	grass	being	cut	to	ensure	that	any	rubbish	does	not	get	shredded	by	the	mower.		

The	remainder	of	the	banks	should	be	cut	as	follows:	
Early	Oct	–	Early	Feb	 Left	uncut	over	the	winter	period	
Early	Feb	–	Early	May	 Whole	area	to	be	cut	every	two	weeks	(or	less	frequent	if	no	growth)	to	
ensure	vigorous	grasses	do	not	dominate	wildflowers.	
Early	May	–	Late	Aug	 Main	area	left	uncut	to	allow	plants	to	flower	and	set	seed.		
Late	Aug	–	Early	Oct	 Whole	area	cut	and	cuttings	removed	in	late	August,	mid	September	and	
early	October.			

When	the	grass	is	cut	all	cuttings	must	be	removed	to	prevent	a	thick	thatch	forming	and	nutrients	
building	up	in	the	soil.	Wildflowers	thrive	in	nutrient-poor	soils	and	their	growth	is	easily	restricted	
by	a	dense	layer	of	hay.	The	cuttings	could	be	used	elsewhere	on	site	as	a	habitat	pile	for	insects	and	
reptiles.	This	cutting	regime	is	similar	to	the	traditional	‘hay	cut’	that	would	have	been	used	in	
meadows.	Many	insect	species	have	adapted	to	fit	in	with	this	cycle,	for	example	the	meadow	brown	
butterfly	will	have	completed	reproduction	and	is	nearing	the	end	of	its	adult	life	by	the	time	the	
flowers	have	gone	over	and	the	hay	is	cut.	

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Grassland	 Control	of	
weed	species	

Spring,	
summer	

	 	 Gloves,	forks,	
(herbicide)	

	

Grassland	 Mow	1m	strip	
along	path	

All	 	 	 Mower	 	

Grassland	 Litter	pick	 All	 	 	 Litter	pickers,	
bin	bags,	
gloves	

Complete	
prior	to	grass	
cutting	

Grassland	 Cutting	and	
removing	
vegetation		

Spring,	
Autumn	

	 	 Mower	 	
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Foxglove Way 
The	greenspace	in	Foxglove	Way	is	a	communal	seating	
area	with	a	border	of	formal	flower	beds.	The	beds	have	
been	planted	with	montbretia,	sage,	geranium,	hebe,	
lavender	and	alchemilla.	These	plants	produce	a	bright	
show	of	flowers	in	the	summer	that	are	beneficial	to	
insects.	The	cherry	trees	complement	this	with	spring	
blossom	and	autumn	fruits.		
The	flower	beds	within	the	courtyard	of	1-9	Foxglove	
Way	are	again	well	planned	and	have	established	good	
ground	cover	from	shrubs	including	flowering	hebe.			

To	the	south	of	the	main	greenspace	is	a	single	lime	tree	
planted	in	an	open	square	within	the	paved	area.	This	
small	square	of	soil	has	been	colonised	by	bird’s-foot-
trefoil,	poppy	and	grasses.	There	were	a	number	of	bees	
on	the	flowers	of	the	bird’s-foot-trefoil.		

	
Although	an	accidental	feature,	these	
plants	demonstrate	how	even	the	smallest	
of	areas	can	help	wildlife.	This	approach	
should	be	considered	elsewhere	on	the	
estate	where	there	is	bare	ground	
beneath	trees	and	the	potential	for	local	
residents	to	adopt	that	square.		

	

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Wildflowers	 Create	mini	
meadows	
below	trees	

Spring	 	 	 Seeds,	hand	
forks	
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1-11 Ring Fort Road 
The	block	of	flats	1-11	Ring	
Fort	Road	has	a	significant	
area	of	lawn	and	formal	
beds.	The	boundary	along	
Ring	Fort	Road	consists	of	a	
1m	high	dense	beech	hedge	
growing	along	the	line	of	a	
formal	metal	fence.	
Unfortunately	this	fence	is	
standing	on	a	brick	wall	
approximately	30cm	high	
which	could	act	as	a	barrier	
to	the	movement	of	animals	
such	as	hedgehogs.			

The	southern	boundary	benefits	from	two	
hedges;	that	associated	with	the	plot	is	
very	gappy	however	that	planted	alongside	
the	guided	busway	is	a	denser	hedge	of	
hazel,	hawthorn,	privet,	field	maple	and	
holly.	This	selection	of	species	will	provide	
a	range	of	fruits	in	autumn	and	shelter	
during	the	spring	and	summer.	There	is	no	
significant	fence	between	these	two	
hedges	and	therefore	the	inner	one	could	
be	planted	up	with	the	same	species	to	
create	a	thicker	hedge	habitat.	There	is	
very	little	informal	hedging	or	scrub	habitat	
in	Orchard	Park	and	this	could	be	
addressed	through	this	new	planting.	The	
hedge	should	be	lightly	pruned	in	the	
winter	with	the	view	to	laying	it	in	

approximately	5	years’	time.	Laying	the	hedge	will	result	in	a	thicker	habitat	with	improved	ground	
cover.	If	the	hedge	is	left,	it	will	have	sparse	growth	lower	down	and	the	higher	growth	will	lessen	as	
the	branches	become	older	and	less	productive.	The	laid	hedge	will	produce	a	lot	of	new	growth.	
The	standard	field	maple,	apple	and	whitebeam	trees	complement	this	hedge	habitat	and	are	used	
as	song	posts	for	birds.	The	formal	flower	beds	at	the	front	of	the	property	are	planted	with	nectar-
rich	plants	including	roses	and	rosemary.	The	cotoneaster	is	a	good	source	of	berries	in	the	autumn.	
These	shrubs	have	formed	dense	ground	cover	up	to	1m	tall.				

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Hedgerow	 Planting	in	
gaps	

Winter	 	 	 Trees,	spades,	
gloves,	guards,	
canes	
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 Iceni Way and Buttercup Road  

 
The	Iceni	Way	LAP	combines	informal	seating	with	wildlife-friendly	habitats.	The	flower	beds	contain	
a	good	range	of	species	to	provide	food	and	shelter	for	invertebrates	–	lavender,	roses,	Turkish	sage,	
grasses	and	geraniums.	The	grass	is	kept	relatively	short	around	the	edge	of	the	seating	but	the	
outer	edges	are	left	to	grow	longer.	This	is	particularly	important	for	invertebrates	such	as	
butterflies	that	need	somewhere	to	shelter	overnight.	The	plants	that	are	naturally	growing	here	
also	benefit	wildlife	–	caterpillars	of	the	cinnabar	moth	were	seen	feeding	on	the	ragwort.	Along	the	
perimeter	of	the	area,	is	a	band	of	tall	shrubs	that	have	grown	into	dense	bushes	where	birds	could	
nest	and	animals	shelter.	These	bushes	include	hebe	and	dogwood	and	there	are	a	couple	of	small	
apple	trees	growing	amongst	them.	There	are	also	apple	trees	in	the	flower	beds.	Fruit	trees	
produce	a	lot	of	blossom	in	the	early	spring	before	many	other	plants	are	out	in	flower	and	are	
important	for	early	emerging	insects	such	as	bumblebees.		
The	current	nature	of	this	area	should	be	maintained.	The	shorter	grass	should	be	cut	as	required	
throughout	the	summer	and	a	margin	of	long	grass	1-2m	wide	should	be	left	around	the	edge.	The	
whole	area	of	grass	should	be	cut	in	the	autumn.	If	the	bristly	oxtongue	becomes	dominant	then	this	
should	be	cut	before	it	sets	seed	to	weaken	the	plants	and	prevent	further	spread.	The	shrubs	can	
be	pruned	in	the	winter	to	encourage	new	growth	but	to	restrict	their	size.				
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There	is	an	interesting	area	of	scrub	habitat	adjacent	to	27	Buttercup	Way.	This	former	flower	bed	
still	contains	cotoneaster,	spiraea	and	hypericum	but	is	now	overgrown	with	bramble,	herb	Robert	
and	ragwort.	The	horse	chestnut	trees	and	rowan	add	shade	and	cover	to	the	area.	This	area	should	
be	managed	with	minimal	input	in	order	to	retain	the	scrub	habitat	structure.	The	vegetation	should	
be	pruned	back	away	from	the	footpath	as	required.	This	area	would	provide	good	cover	for	nesting	
birds	however,	the	vegetation	is	probably	not	thick	enough.	A	small	bird	box	could	be	installed	on	
the	rear	wall	with	the	vegetation	largely	concealing	it.		
The	opposite	area,	adjacent	to	29	Buttercup	Way	is	overgrown	but	to	a	lesser	extent	and	there	are	
no	trees	present.	This	area	could	be	managed	in	the	same	way	to	encourage	a	less	formal	habitat.	

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Grass	 Maintain	short	
central	area	

Summer	 	 	 Mower	 Iceni	Way	
LAP	

Grass	 Annual	cut	of	
grass	margins	

Autumn	 	 	 Mower	 Iceni	Way	
LAP	

Shrubs	 Pruning	 Winter	 	 	 Loppers,	
gloves	

Iceni	Way	
LAP	

Scrub	 Pruning	 Autumn,	
Winter	

	 	 Loppers,	
gloves	

27	&	29	
Buttercup	
Way	

Birds	 Install	nest	
box	

Autumn,	
Winter	

	 	 Bird	box,	
screw,	drill,	
gloves	

27	Buttercup	
Way	
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Circus Drive Communal Area 
The	Circus	Drive	communal	area	provides	a	focus	point	for	local	residents.	It	combines	seating,	grass	
for	playing	and	colourful	flower	beds	for	all	to	enjoy.	There	are	clusters	of	field	maple	trees	on	the	
grass	and	rows	of	lime	and	conifer	trees	around	the	perimeter.			

The	formal	flower	beds	have	been	planted		
up	to	achieve	a	bright	and	colourful	display	
in	the	summer	that	will	also	appeal	to	
insects.	Plants	used	include	penstemon,	
montbretia,	lamb’s	ear,	sage,	geranium	and	
sedum.	Many	of	the	plants	selected	will	
spread	over	time	and	create	a	flower	bed	
with	dense	ground	cover.	There	are	
currently	some	gaps	where	plants	did	not	
establish.	These	gaps	could	be	filled	by	
relocating	plants	from	the	more	densely	
vegetated	areas.	The	four	linear	flower	beds	
around	the	perimeter	have	been	planted	
with	roses,	lamb’s	ear,	polygonum	and	
pendulous	sedge.	The	plants	here	really	are	
sparse	and	could	benefit	from	some	
additional	planting.	Sedge	plants	normally	
spread	well	however,	the	conditions	here	
are	rather	dry	thus	restricting	their	growth.		

The	perimeter	hedge	is	comprised	of	yew	trees	that	are	closely	cut	to	
form	a	dense	formal	hedge.	Yew	trees	produce	red	berries	in	the	
winter	which	are	a	good	food	source	for	birds.	Care	should	be	taken	
not	to	cut	the	hedge	when	there	are	berries	on	it	but	instead	wait	
until	the	birds	have	eaten	them.	The	hedge	does	have	some	gaps	in	
places	and	these	should	be	replanted	with	yews	to	maintain	the	
continuous	hedge.	The	trees	planted	within	this	formal	area	were	
done	so	with	rubber	ties	and	wooden	supports.	These	are	no	longer	
needed	and	should	be	removed.		
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Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Nectar-rich	
flowers	

Additional	
planting	in	
flower	beds	

Spring	 	 	 Plants,	forks,	
trowels,	gloves	

Plants	may	
be	relocated	
from	other	
flower	beds	

Hedge	 Pruning	 Winter	 	 	 Hedge-
trimmer,	
shears	

Complete	if	
no	fruits	
present	

Hedge	 Filling	gaps	 Autumn,	
Winter	

	 	 Yew	plants,	
spades,	gloves	

	

Trees	 Remove	ties	
and	supports	

All	 	 	 Gloves,	knife,	
spades	

	

	

	

Aster Way & Sweetpea Way 
Aster	Way	has	a	significant	area	of	scrub	
habitat	that	is	noticeably	absent	
elsewhere.	These	patches	of	dogwood	
are	excellent	sources	of	nectar	in	the	
spring	and	berries	in	the	autumn.	The	
plants	are	slightly	overgrown	but	this	
has	helped	to	develop	a	dense	structure	
with	the	potential	for	birds	to	nest	
there.	The	area	does	look	uncared	for	as	
it	encroaches	on	the	footpath	and	
forces	pedestrians	to	walk	in	the	road.	
The	habitat	would	probably	be	valued	
more	by	people	if	it	was	cut	back	
occasionally	and	the	weed	species	
growing	below	the	shrubs	removed.	
Creating	areas	of	scrub	like	this	should	
be	encouraged	across	the	estate	as	it	
provides	good	wildlife	habitat	that	is	
unlikely	to	be	present	in	gardens	and	
can	also	be	a	low	maintenance	option	
for	roadside	flower	beds.		
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The	small	triangular	flower	bed	by	the	car	parking	contains	a	lime	tree	which	is	suffering	from	a	very	
tight	tree	tie.	The	tree	has	now	established	roots	and	so	does	not	need	external	support.	Below	this	
are	the	remnants	of	earlier	planting	–	lady’s	mantle,	dogwood	and	fatsia.	This	bed	could	be	the	focus	
of	engaging	nearby	residents	by	involving	them	in	planting	it	up	and	caring	for	the	new	plants.	

	

	At	the	south-western	end	of	Sweetpea	Way	is	an	area	of	rough	grassland	between	the	Chariot	Way	
flats	and	the	guided	busway	tracks.	The	area	seems	to	have	been	planted	with	hebe	and	lavender	in	
the	past	and	now	supports	self-seeded	plants	including	wild	carrot,	dock,	ribwort	plantain,	barren	
brome	and	creeping	thistle.	There	is	a	beech	hedge	along	the	wooden	fence	which	is	very	gappy.	On	
the	southern	side	of	the	hedge	is	rough	grassland	alongside	the	tracks.		

This	small	area	has	potential	to	be	cleared	of	
weed	species	and	sown	with	a	wildflower	and	
grasses	seed	mix.	This	would	complement	the	
grassland	alongside	the	tracks	and	also	create	
a	valuable	wildlife	habitat	that	is	aesthetically	
pleasing	to	passers-by.	The	wildflower	area	
could	be	created	by	removing	the	unwanted	
weed	plants,	lightly	scarifying	the	ground	with	
a	rake	and	sowing	the	seeds	in	the	autumn	or	
early	spring.	The	area	would	need	monitoring	
and	any	further	weeds	removed	to	avoid	them	
out-competing	the	sown	species.	Once	
established	the	area	would	need	to	be	cut	
every	autumn	and	the	cuttings	removed.	The	

beech	hedge	could	be	lightly	pruned	each	winter	so	that	the	trees	do	not	grow	above	2m	tall	but	
instead	put	energy	into	dense	growth	lower	down.		
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Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Scrub	 Cutting	back	
from	path	and	
maintaining	
height	of	2m.	

All	 	 	 Gloves,	shears	 	

Scrub	 Remove	
weeds	

All	 	 	 Gloves,	fork	 	

Standard	
trees	

Remove	tree	
ties	and	
supports	
where	not	
needed	

All	 	 	 Gloves,	knife,	
spade	

	

Flower	bed	 Additional	
planting	

Spring	 	 	 Plants,	gloves,	
trowels	

	

Wildflowers	 Sow	seed	mix	
to	create	small	
meadow	area	

Autumn	
or	spring	

	 	 Gloves,	forks,	
rakes,	seed	

	

Hedgerow	 Lightly	prune	
to	2m	tall	

Winter	 	 	 Gloves,	shears	 	

	

Rosehip Road and Central Avenue 
Central	Avenue	has	limited	
opportunities	for	encouraging	
wildlife	due	to	the	amount	of	
hard	surfacing	and	car	parking	
spaces.	There	are	some	small	
flower	beds	but	the	plants	in	
these	are	struggling	in	the	poor	
soil	and	with	little	care.	The	
roadside	trees	here	are	
consistent	with	those	
elsewhere	on	the	site	–	mainly	
cherry	with	some	field	maple.	
The	front	gardens	of	22-40	
Central	Avenue	do	have	
potential	to	be	maximised	as	a	
wildlife	habitat.	Some	of	the	
residents	have	planted	trees	
namely	elm	and	hornbeam,	
which	are	uncommon	in	the	
estate.	These	species	are	
recognised	as	valuable	for	
wildlife.	There	are	also	some	

gardens	with	flowering	shrubs	to	provide	nectar.	The	front	gardens	are	open	plan	so	they	could	
become	a	continuous	wildlife	garden	with	each	owner	doing	their	bit	to	help.	Being	part	of	a	
streetwide	effort	may	also	encourage	the	less	green-fingered	residents	to	get	involved.				
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The	communal	area	in	Rosehip	Road	combines	seating	with	greenspace.	The	flower	beds	are	planted	
with	a	wide	range	of	plants	that	flower	at	different	times	and	have	created	a	good	varied	habitat	
structure.	The	lavender,	Turkish	sage,	sedum	and	columbine	are	good	nectar	sources	whilst	the	
dogwood,	hebe,	grasses	and	cotoneaster	add	a	taller	shrub	level.	During	the	survey	there	were	many	
garden	spiders	in	webs	between	the	plants.	The	rowan	and	pear	trees	will	provide	song	posts	for	
birds	and	food	for	them	in	the	autumn	and	winter.	The	pears	may	also	be	eaten	by	local	residents.		
	

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Gardens	 Create	a	
continuous	
wildlife-
friendly	
garden	

All	 	 	 Plants,	gloves,	
trowels,	
spades	

22-40	
Central	
Avenue	

	

	

Community Centre, Central Avenue	

	
The	community	centre	is	a	hub	of	activities	for	local	residents	of	all	ages.	This	relatively	new	building	
was	designed	in	an	environmentally-friendly	way	and	includes	a	green	roof.	This	roof	is	sparsely	
vegetated	and	offers	good	habitats	for	invertebrates	as	there	is	some	bare	ground	and	warm	basking	
places	in	the	summer.	The	benefits	of	the	roof	and	information	about	what	was	planted	there	and	
why	should	be	publicised.	This	is	a	good	example	of	how	wildlife	was	considered	during	the	
construction	phase.	A	simple	sign	on	the	outside	of	the	building	could	be	installed.		
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	To	the	south-west	of	the	building,	is	
an	area	of	amenity	grass	which	is	kept	
short	for	informal	play.	Adjacent	to	
this	are	four	field	maple	trees,	each	
planted	in	a	raised	bed.		These	beds	
could	be	planted	with	nectar-rich	
plants	as	a	demonstration	of	how	the	
smallest	area	can	benefit	wildlife	and	
look	appealing.	Plants	should	be	
selected	to	create	a	good	display	
throughout	the	year.	The	planting	
could	be	undertaken	by	people	who	
use	the	community	centre	and	they	
would	be	responsible	for	its	
maintenance.		

	

The	row	of	apple	trees	along	Central	and	Stanley	Avenues	produce	very	small	fruits	on	high	
branches.	These	apples	would	be	difficult	to	pick	and	probably	of	poor	eating	quality.	The	blossom	
does	provide	important	nectar	early	in	the	spring	and	the	apples	are	food	for	birds	in	the	autumn.	If	
apples	on	the	pavement	are	an	issue	then	the	fruits	could	be	strung	up	and	hung	for	birds	by	the	
community	centre	as	part	of	community	engagement	activities.		

The	lawn	to	the	north-east	of	the	building	contains	a	lot	of	weed	species	(dandelion	and	bristly	
oxtongue),	does	not	offer	much	for	wildlife	and	does	not	look	appealing	to	residents.	Of	the	three	
field	maples	planted	there,	two	have	died.	Such	a	density	of	trees	over	a	small	area	of	grass	would	
result	in	the	grass	struggling	to	establish	so	these	trees	should	not	be	replaced.	The	area	is	too	small	
to	provide	amenity	value	especially	when	there	is	a	much	larger	grass	area	very	close	by.	It	seems	
this	area	would	be	better	suited	to	a	wildflower	meadow.	Overlooking	residents	could	help	with	the	
creation	of	the	meadow	and	they	may	be	willing	to	adopt	future	management	of	it.	Once	a	meadow	
is	established,	it	could	be	used	by	groups	meeting	at	the	centre	to	learn	more	about	plants	and	
insects.	A	sign	could	be	installed	to	say	what	species	are	growing	there	and	how	beneficial	meadows	
are	no	matter	how	small.		

The	area	to	the	rear	of	the	building	is	set	aside	as	lawn	and	flower	beds	with	some	trees.	The	flower	
beds	are	planted	with	roses	and	pyracantha	and	are	quite	sparse	in	places.	The	pyracantha	bed	had	
been	cut	very	short	–	it	would	be	more	beneficial	to	encourage	this	to	grow	into	a	dense	shrub	up	to	
50cm	tall	as	this	will	provide	cover	for	wildlife.	The	standard	trees	include	silver	birch	and	field	
maple.	Some	of	the	silver	birch	trees	have	died	and	most	of	the	trees	no	longer	need	their	ties	and	
stakes.	These	supports	and	dead	trees	should	be	removed	to	improve	the	appearance	of	the	area.	

An	informal	hedge	runs	in	front	of	41-69	Aster	Way.	This	is	managed	by	the	residents	as	part	of	their	
gardens	and	consequently	is	not	continuous	or	with	consistent	species.	It	contains	beech,	
cotoneaster,	hebe	and	lavender.	It	is	likely	that	the	hedge	was	planted	during	the	building	phase	and	
failed	plants	have	not	been	replaced.	Despite	the	poor	structure,	the	hedge	is	not	closely	pruned	and	
had	an	abundance	of	berries	on	the	cotoneaster	and	many	flowers	on	the	lavender.	This	hedge	could	
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be	enhanced	with	some	more	planting	but	the	overall	approach	of	minimal	management	is	good	and	
should	be	promoted.	The	residents	should	be	invited	to	help	improve	the	hedge	to	create	a	
demonstration	habitat	in	this	very	public	area.				

Next	to	the	guided	busway,	is	a	formal	garden	area	laid	out	with	four	flower	beds	dissected	by	
pathway.	There	is	a	formal	beech	hedge	around	the	perimeter	which	is	cut	regularly	and	stands	at	
50cm	tall.	The	hedge	is	relatively	new	and	therefore	may	benefit	from	less	frequent	cutting	to	
enable	the	trees	to	grow	and	establish	more.	A	larger,	thicker	hedge	would	also	be	utilised	more	by	
birds	looking	for	shelter.	The	two	outer	beds	are	planted	with	lavender,	grasses,	cotoneaster	and	
lambs	ear.	A	well-used	desire	line	cuts	across	one	of	these	flower	beds	resulting	in	a	strip	of	bare	
earth.	More	planting	in	the	beds	could	help	to	mask	this	disturbance	and	possibly	discourage	it	or	
alternatively	measures	could	be	taken	to	formalise	the	route.	Any	new	plants	should	aim	to	broaden	
the	species	diversity	and	the	flowering	period	in	order	to	maximise	visual	appeal	and	benefits	to	
wildlife.	This	same	approach	should	be	applied	to	the	four	central	beds	where	there	is	also	scope	to	
increase	the	density	of	plants.	Each	of	the	beds	contains	a	trellis	structure	and	these	should	be	used	
to	support	climbing	plants.	Three	cherry	trees	that	were	planted	in	these	beds	have	now	died	and	
should	be	removed.	Small	box	hedges	surround	each	of	the	beds	and	are	regularly	pruned.	These	
hedges	were	planted	to	help	create	the	formal	appearance	of	the	garden	so	should	be	maintained	
accordingly.		

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Green	Roof	 Install	a	sign	 All	 	 	 Sign,	fixings	 	
Flower	beds	
under	trees	

Plant	with	
nectar-rich	
flowers	

Spring	 	 	 Trowels,	
plants,	gloves,	
kneelers	

	

Wildflowers	 Create	a	
wildflower	
meadow	

Autumn,	
Spring	

	 	 Seeds,	forks,	
rakes	

	

Meadow	 Install	a	sign	 On	
creation	
of	habitat	

	 	 Sign,	fixings	 	

Flower	beds	 Light	pruning	
of	pyracantha	

Spring,	
Autumn	

	 	 Shears,	gloves,		 	

Trees	 Remove	dead	
trees,	stakes	
and	ties	

All	 	 	 Fork,	spade,	
knife,	gloves	

	

Hedgerow	 Planting	in	
gaps,	minimal	
management	

Winter	 	 	 Trees,	guards,	
canes,	spades,	
gloves	

41-69	Aster	
Way	

Hedgerow	 Less	frequent	
cutting	of	
beech	hedge	

Winter	 	 	 Shears,	gloves	 Formal	
garden	

Flower	beds	 Planting	 Spring,	
Autumn	

	 	 Plants,	
trowels,	gloves	

Formal	
garden	

Flower	beds	 Remove	dead	
trees	

All	 	 	 Fork,	gloves	 Formal	
garden	
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Cornell Court and Chieftain Way 
	
The	hedgerow	between	Cornell	
Court	residences	and	the	guided	
busway	has	a	good	diversity	of	
species	–	hawthorn,	field	maple,	
blackthorn.	These	will	provide	
valuable	cover	and	food	for	birds	
and	mammals.	The	hedge	is	
currently	closely	pruned.	It	is	
recommended	that	it	is	pruned	
less	often	to	allow	the	trees	to	
bush	out	a	little	and	form	a	less	
formal,	denser	hedge.	This	would	
also	create	a	better	screen	to	the	
busway	tracks.		
	
	

	
1-13	Chieftain	Way	is	a	large	corner	building	with	a	formal	lawn	and	formal	hedge	in	front	of	it.	
There	are	also	a	few	climbing	plants	(ivy,	Virginia	creeper	and	clematis)	planted	at	the	base	of	the	
building.	Over	time	these	will	grow	up	the	side	of	the	building	to	create	a	microhabitat	for	roosting	
insects	and	potentially	bats.	This	approach	to	planting	was	not	seen	anywhere	else	on	Orchard	Park	
and	should	be	encouraged	at	other	suitable	buildings.		
To	the	side	of	42	Stanley	Avenue	is	a	bed	of	2m	deep	that	is	planted	with	mahonia	and	cotoneaster.	
The	area	looks	unmanaged	and	has	become	a	litter	trap	with	some	weed	species	establishing.	This	
area	is	on	a	well-used	route	to	the	community	centre	and	has	potential	to	be	a	good	example	of	a	
wildlife-friendly	garden.	The	wooden	fence	at	the	back	could	support	climbing	plants	whilst	the	bed	
could	be	planted	with	suitable	flowering	plants	and	ground	cover.	
			

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Hedgerow	 Cut	less	often	 Winter	 	 	 Gloves,	shears	 	
Climbing	
plants	

Plant	more	to	
grow	up	sides	
of	buildings	

Spring,	
autumn	

	 	 Plants,	gloves,	
trowel,	trellis	

	

Flower	bed	 Litter	pick,	
additional	
planting	

All	 	 	 Litter	picker,	
bin	bag,	
gloves,	shears,	
trowel,	plants,	
trellis	

To	rear	of	42	
Stanley	
Avenue	
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Travelodge Hotel 

	
Located	by	the	northern	boundary	of	the	site,	the	hotel	has	planted	a	series	of	formal	beds	and	a	
hedgerow.	The	hedge	is	160m	long	and	planted	with	field	maple,	hawthorn,	hazel	and	blackthorn	
which	will	create	a	dense	hedge	with	good	shelter	and	feeding	opportunities	for	birds.	There	are	
standard	trees	within	the	hedge	of	oak,	cherry,	rowan,	alder	and	field	maple.	Standard	trees	are	
important	song	posts	for	birds	and	add	a	different	dimension	to	the	hedge	structure.	The	hedge	is	
relatively	new	so	still	has	guards	and	canes	for	each	tree.	The	need	for	these	must	be	monitored	and	
they	removed	in	due	course.	Because	the	hedge	is	positioned	at	the	back	of	the	building	by	the	car	
park,	there	is	scope	for	it	to	be	managed	less	often	than	if	it	were	more	visible.	Ideally	it	would	be	
managed	by	laying	it	when	approximately	8	years	old.	Laying	a	hedge	involves	cutting	through	the	
main	stems	of	the	trees	just	enough	that	they	can	be	laid	over	like	fallen	dominoes.	The	new	growth	
will	result	in	a	thicker	hedge.	If	the	hedge	is	continually	cut	across	the	top	then	it	will	become	‘leggy’	
with	very	little	growth	lower	down.	In	preparation	for	the	hedge	being	laid,	it	should	be	pruned	each	
winter	to	a	height	of	2m.	Side	growth	can	be	lightly	pruned	if	necessary.	Hedge-laying	can	be	
undertaken	by	volunteers	under	instruction.	At	the	eastern	end	of	the	hotel	is	a	small	patch	of	scrub	
and	another	new	hedgerow.	This	hedgerow	should	be	managed	the	same	as	the	rear	one.	The	scrub	
consists	of	dogwood,	pine	and	silver	birch	which	are	good	for	wildlife	and	should	be	retained.			

The	formal	flower	beds	are	arranged	around	a	lawn	and	contain	pyracantha,	grasses,	lavender,	silver	
birch	and	field	maple.	The	lavender	bushes	attract	many	insects	feeding	on	the	nectar.	The	lawn	is	
not	mown	too	short	–	it	is	approximately	15cm	tall	and	the	white	clover	in	flower.	This	is	also	utilised	
by	insects	and	holds	more	interest	than	a	more	frequently	cut	lawn.		
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Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Hedgerow	 Remove	
guards	and	
canes	

All.	When	
no	longer	
needed	

	 	 Gloves,	knife	 	

Hedgerow	 Pruning	 Winter	 	 	 Gloves,	
loppers,	
shears	

	

Hedgerow	 Hedge-laying	 Winter	
(approx.	
2020)	

	 	 Gloves,	
loppers,	saw,	
billhook,	
stakes,	
binders,	tutor	

	

Grassland	 Maintain	a	
lawn	height	no	
less	than	15cm		

Spring,	
summer	

	 	 Mower	 	

	

Topper Street and Chieftain Way 
	
The	greenspace	on	the	
corner	of	Topper	Street	and	
Chieftain	Way	offers	an	
opportunity	for	
enhancement	to	benefit	
wildlife	and	people.	There	
are	two	areas	of	formal	
planting	(hazel,	hawthorn,	
privet	and	mahonia)	with	
woodchip	beneath.	The	
plants	here	have	not	grown	
well	and	the	beds	look	very	
bare.	A	number	of	weeds	
have	established	and	give	

the	area	a	very	untidy	appearance.	The	trees	that	have	been	
planted	here	could	potentially	grow	into	scrub	habitat	but	this	
would	hinder	visibility	for	the	road	junction.	They	should	be	
relocated	to	the	rear	hedge	and	the	beds	planted	with	nectar	
rich	plants	that	would	fill	out	and	make	an	impressive	display	
on	this	well-used	junction.		

The	adjacent	area	does	not	appear	to	have	been	planted	at	all	
and	as	such	has	developed	into	rough	grassland	on	a	rubble	
and	soil	substrate.	There	are	very	few	species	present	and	lots	
of	bare	ground	so	it	would	be	relatively	simple	to	establish	a	
meadow	area	here.	The	only	plant	that	would	need	removal	
before	the	meadow	is	sown	is	bristly	oxtongue	because	this	is	
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a	dominant	plant	that	spreads	easily.	As	the	meadow	develops	and	the	sward	becomes	denser,	
poppies	and	mayweed	will	disappear	as	they	prefer	ground	that	is	regularly	disturbed.	In	future	
years	the	meadow	will	require	cutting	and	cuttings	removing	in	order	to	encourage	the	wildflowers	
and	grasses	to	persist.	It	should	be	cut	in	late	April	and	again	in	late	August	once	the	plants	have	set	
seed.	If	the	area	experiences	a	lot	of	lush	growth	early	in	the	season	then	more	frequent	spring	cuts	
will	be	required	to	reduce	the	nutrient	load	in	the	soil	and	take	the	vigour	out	of	the	grasses.			

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Flower	beds	 Relocate	trees	
to	hedge	

Autumn,	
Winter	

	 	 Gloves,	spade	 	

Flower	beds	 Replant	 Autumn,	
Spring	

	 	 Gloves,	plants,	
trowel	

	

Grassland	 Establish	a	
meadow	

Spring	 	 	 Seed,	mower,	
rake	

	

	

	

Topper Street 

	
The	area	north	of	Topper	Street	has	a	combination	of	formal,	informal,	amenity	and	natural	habitats	
which	each	offer	different	opportunities	for	enhancement.	The	sports	pitch	is	surrounded	by	a	chain-
link	fence	with	an	outside	hedgerow	of	privet	and	beech.	This	hedge	is	kept	very	closely	pruned	to	
the	height	of	the	fence.	The	hedge	could	be	encouraged	to	fill	out	by	maintaining	the	height	and	
allowing	more	sideways	growth.		
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The	formal	flower	beds	by	the	playground	have	been	planted	with	a	range	of	plants	that	are	good	
sources	of	nectar	in	the	summer	–	roses,	pendulous	sedge,	lambs-ear,	montbretia,	geranium,	
acanthus	and	penstemon.	The	beds	also	have	cherry	trees	that	provide	spring	blossom	and	autumn	
fruits.		
Within	the	playground	area	there	is	a	mature	ash	tree.	There	are	relatively	few	mature	trees	on	the	
estate	so	this	is	an	important	feature	that	must	be	safeguarded.	The	tree	trunk	shows	evidence	of	
woodpecker	activity.	Due	to	the	size	and	location	of	this	tree,	it	would	be	suitable	for	two	bat	boxes	
relocated	from	the	wildlife	area.	The	boxes	should	be	sited	high	up	and	facing	away	from	the	
playground	so	as	not	to	attract	unwanted	attention.	Before	the	boxes	can	be	moved,	it	must	be	
confirmed	that	they	are	not	currently	in	use	by	bats	or	birds.		

The	ash	tree	is	located	at	the	end	of	a	short	
band	of	scrub	habitat	that	extends	outside	of	
the	playground.	The	scrub	species	are	
hawthorn,	ash,	field	maple,	elder,	blackthorn	
and	elm	with	black	bryony	and	ivy.	It’s	a	
dense	habitat	with	plenty	of	food	sources	for	
wildlife.	The	understorey	has	lords-and-
ladies	and	dewberry	growing	amongst	long	
grass.	There	is	a	dry	ditch	beneath	the	trees.	
This	habitat	does	not	require	much	
management	and	minimal	disturbance	will	
make	it	more	appealing	for	wildlife.	The	
trees	should	be	cut	back	from	the	footpath	
and	blackthorn	suckers	removed	if	they	
spread	into	the	adjacent	grassland.		
The	strip	of	grassland	supports	a	number	of	
desirable	wildflowers	–	salad	burnet,	bird’s-
foot-trefoil,	black	knapweed,	common	
ragwort,	hedge	woundwort,	common	vetch	
and	cut-leaved	crane’s-bill.	It	is	likely	that	
these	plants	are	here	naturally	and	not	the	
result	of	recent	introductions.	With	this	base,	

the	area	would	be	a	good	choice	for	adopting	as	a	meadow.	There	are	a	few	weed	species	that	
should	be	pulled	up	before	they	set	seed	–	bristly	oxtongue	and	creeping	thistle.	To	increase	the	
number	of	wildflowers	in	this	area,	local	people	could	collect	seeds	from	the	existing	plants	and	
grow	them	on	in	their	own	gardens.	If	the	seeds	are	gathered	in	late	summer	2015	then	the	plug	
plants	would	be	ready	to	be	planted	out	in	late	spring	2016.	The	2m	wide	strip	of	mown	grass	should	
be	retained	as	this	helps	to	improve	the	public’s	view	of	the	area.		
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On	the	opposite	side	of	the	footpath	is	a	slight	bank,	probably	created	from	waste	spoil.	The	species	
growing	here	are	associated	with	areas	of	disturbed	ground	such	as	creeping	thistle,	field	bindweed	
and	common	nettle.	These	species	need	to	be	controlled	as	the	seeds	will	spread	to	other	areas	
nearby	and	extend	the	problem.	The	most	appropriate	approach	would	be	to	frequently	cut	the	
bank	throughout	the	growing	season	and	remove	the	cuttings	immediately.	This	would	reduce	the	
nutrient	load	in	the	soil	as	the	plants	will	have	taken	up	a	lot	in	order	to	grow.	Continued	cutting	is	
required	to	weaken	the	plants.	When	the	weed	species	are	much	less	numerous	then	steps	can	be	
taken	to	introduce	wildflowers	to	the	bank	to	complement	the	grassland	opposite.		

Between	the	bank	and	the	northern	boundary,	is	a	large	expanse	of	rough	grassland.	This	area	is	
currently	available	for	development	so	it	will	be	built	on	in	the	near	future.	This	grassland	has	clearly	
established	without	intervention	and	although	not	attractive	to	look	at,	it	does	support	many	insects	
including	meadow	brown	butterflies,	damselflies,	cinnabar	moths	and	grasshoppers.	There	are	also	a	
number	of	anthills	present	which	indicate	an	environment	with	good	resource	availability	and	
minimal	disturbance	in	the	recent	past.	It	is	mostly	false	oat-grass	and	cock’s-foot	grasses	with	
occasional	hogweed,	white	clover,	bristly	oxtongue,	common	ragwort	and	ribwort	plantain.	There	
are	some	wildflower	species	of	note	present	–	bird’s-foot-trefoil,	meadow	vetchling,	greater	
plantain,	hop	trefoil,	agrimony	and	germander	speedwell.	When	the	future	of	this	area	has	been	
decided,	it	may	be	possible	to	transplant	these	plants	to	the	nearby	meadow	areas	but	in	the	
meantime	seeds	can	be	gathered	from	them.	In	order	to	keep	the	thistles	and	hogweed	under	
control,	these	plants	could	be	cut	back	in	the	summer	before	they	set	seed.	This	will	stop	them	
becoming	a	seed	source	for	nearby	areas.	Cutting	should	be	done	selectively	so	as	not	to	disturb	the	
rest	of	the	area.	It	could	be	done	by	volunteers	with	shears	or	secateurs	as	just	the	flower	heads	
need	to	be	removed.			
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Within	the	grassland	is	a	mound	approximately	15x8m	and	1.5m	high,	made	of	rubble	and	with	
sparse	vegetation	established	on	top.	This	raised	free-draining	area	is	excellent	habitat	for	
invertebrates	and	reptiles	as	the	exposed	ground	is	a	warm	basking	surface	and	the	broken	surface	
provides	holes	for	sheltering.	It	is	possible	that	there	are	common	lizards	and	grass	snakes	nearby	
and	lizards	may	already	be	using	this	feature.	Monitoring	for	reptiles	can	be	done	by	placing	pieces	
of	roofing	felt	(1x0.5m)	on	the	ground	and	checking	underneath	them	from	March	–	September.		
The	felt	retains	heat	for	longer	than	the	surrounding	surfaces	and	therefore	reptiles	will	choose	to	
bask	on	top	of	them	or	shelter	underneath.	This	survey	could	be	extended	across	the	rough	
grassland	on	the	northern	edge	of	the	estate.	Guidelines	state	that	felts	(refugia)	should	be	
distributed	at	a	rate	of	5	–	10	per	hectare	however	this	depends	on	the	habitat	being	surveyed	and	
resources	available.	When	this	area	is	developed,	the	mound	should	be	retained	as	a	wildlife	feature	
and	be	surrounded	by	a	buffer	of	rough	grassland	that	connects	to	other	suitable	habitat.		

	

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Hedgerow	 Prune	to	fence	
height,	leave	
lateral	growth	

Autumn,	
Winter	

	 	 Gloves,	shears	 Around	
sports	pitch	

Bats	 Relocate	two	
boxes	

Summer	 	 	 Ladder,	
hammer,	
aluminium	nails	

Will	need	to	
ensure	boxes	
are	not	being	
used	

Scrub	 Cut	back	from	the	
footpath	

All	 	 	 Gloves,	loppers	 	

Grassland	 Remove	
blackthorn	
suckers	

All	 	 	 Gloves,	spades	 	
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Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Grassland	 Gathering	seed	
and	growing	plug	
plants	

Late	
summer	&	
spring		

	 	 Plant	and	seed	
identification	
guidance,	
flower	pots,	
compost,	
trowel,	gloves	

	

Grassland	 Mow	a	2m	strip	
alongside	
footpaths	

All	 	 	 Mower	 	

Grassland	 Frequently	cut	
the	bank	

Spring,	
summer	

	 	 Mower	 	

Grassland	 Transplanting	of	
wildflowers	

Spring	 	 	 Gloves,	trowel,	
bucket	

	

Grassland	 Cutting	flower	
heads	from	
thistles	and	
hogweed	

Spring,	
Summer	

	 	 Gloves,	shears	
(or	strimmer)	

	

Reptiles	 Undertake	a	
reptile	survey	

Spring,	
Summer	

	 	 Roofing	felt,	
identification	
guide	

Guidance	
available	
from	CPARG	

Reptile	
mound	

Retain	mound	
and	suitable	
habitat	buffer	

All	 	 	 	 	
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Engledow Drive 

 
This	road	has	a	large	green	space	fronting	on	to	Topper	Street.	This	is	a	formal	area	with	a	large	lawn	
planted	with	rows	of	field	maple	trees.	The	tops	of	some	of	these	trees	are	dying	–	this	dead	wood	
should	be	pruned	out.	The	front	gardens	for	these	properties	are	small	but	there	are	a	series	of	
neighbouring	gardens	that	have	been	planted	with	nectar	rich	flowers.	The	formal	flower	bed	at	the	
northern	end	of	the	road	contains	lavender,	roses	and	geranium	and	three	standard	cherry	trees.	
This	is	a	simple	and	effective	flower	bed	that	is	good	for	wildlife	with	plenty	of	flowers	and	good	

ground	cover.	The	
bed	extends	along	
the	fence	and	
clematis	and	
honeysuckle	have	
been	planted	so	as	
to	grow	up	the	
fence.	This	part	of	
the	bed	is	very	
narrow	and	climbing	
plants	make	the	
most	of	a	small	area.		
Honeysuckle	is	an	
important	plant	as	it	
is	night-scented	so	
attracts	moths	to	
feed.			
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The	area	of	rough	grassland	east	of	Engledow	Drive	is	due	to	be	developed	in	the	future.	Like	other	
areas	nearby,	it	currently	has	a	sparse	cover	of	vegetation	as	expected	of	a	brownfield	site.	Species	
present	include	hogweed,	dogrose,	common	ragwort,	ribwort	plantain,	common	vetch,	selfheal	and	
white	campion.	There	is	also	a	mixture	of	grass	species	–	Yorkshire	fog,	false	oat-grass,	rough	
meadow	grass	and	cock’s-foot.	The	structure	and	diversity	is	such	that	it	supports	a	diversity	of	
insect	species	and	is	a	valuable	wildlife	habitat.	Because	of	the	temporary	nature	of	the	area	it	is	not	
feasible	to	invest	many	resources	in	enhancing	it	however,	it	could	be	the	focus	of	a	community	seed	
bomb	event.	Seed	bombs	contain	wildflower	seeds	and	are	designed	to	be	dampened	then	thrown	
onto	an	area	to	introduce	wildflowers.	This	could	be	a	fun	and	cheap	way	of	enhancing	the	area’s	
appearance	and	diversity	whilst	also	engaging	local	people.			

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Trees	 Pruning	dead	
wood	from	field	
maples	

Autumn,	
winter	

	 	 Gloves,	loppers,	
saw	

	

Wildflowers	 Seed	bomb	
activity	

Spring	 	 	 Seed	bombs	 	

	

	

Newingham Crescent & Pagram Way 
This	area	is	located	at	the	far	eastern	
end	of	the	estate.	A	formal	garden	
area	is	overlooked	by	houses	and	
during	the	survey	was	being	used	by	
local	children.	The	area	is	enclosed	
by	a	perimeter	beech	hedge	and	arc	
of	trees	in	front	of	the	houses.	There	
is	a	group	of	three	silver	birch	trees	
in	the	flower	bed	which	are	growing	
well	and	add	visual	interest.	The	
planting	beneath	this	was	
unsuccessful	and	there	are	now	a	
few	ornamental	grasses	remaining.	
Between	the	two	areas	of	amenity	
grass,	is	a	strip	that	was	a	formal	
flower	bed.	This	is	largely	bare	
ground	and	is	shaded	by	the	adjacent	
trees.	In	order	to	simplify	
management	of	this	area,	it	is	
suggested	that	the	few	plants	are	
relocated	to	underneath	the	birch	
trees	and	the	formal	grass	area	is	

extended	up	to	the	hedge.	This	would	serve	to	fill	in	a	rather	bare	flower	bed	and	improve	the	area.		
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Pagram	Way	has	limited	opportunities	for	wildlife	friendly	habitats	however,	the	space	available	is	
currently	used	well.	At	the	rear	of	the	gardens	are	small	flower	beds	that	contain	a	tree	with	shrubs	
(dogwood	or	senecio)	below.	These	trees	should	be	monitored	and	ties	and	supports	removed	when	
no	longer	required.	The	small	seating	area	in	front	of	the	flats	has	a	paved	surface	but	diverse	hedge	
species	surrounding	it.	The	hedge	is	kept	at	1m	tall	and	contains	privet,	lavender,	beech	and	
cotoneaster.	The	privet	and	cotoneaster	plants	were	laden	with	berries	which	will	attract	many	
birds.			
The	hedgerow	to	the	rear	of	Pagram	Way	was	planted	along	a	wire	fence	which	is	now	defunct	and	
there	are	two	worn	short	cut	routes	from	the	properties	to	the	guided	busway	path.	The	hedge	has	
some	significant	gaps	and	these	could	be	replanted	along	with	removal	of	the	loose	wire	fencing.	
The	new	trees	will	require	canes	and	guards	which	can	be	taken	from	the	more	established	hedge	
trees.	The	routes	are	well	worn	so	should	not	be	blocked	with	new	trees	as	this	will	result	in	damage	
to	the	trees.	The	hedge	contains	hazel,	hawthorn,	dog	rose	and	field	maple	and	is	pruned	to	1.5m	
high.	Where	the	hedge	runs	along	the	back	of	the	gardens,	it	is	not	cut	so	frequently	and	as	such	is	
taller,	thicker	and	more	appealing	for	birds	looking	for	shelter.	Adopting	this	management	approach	
for	the	whole	of	the	hedgerow	would	result	in	a	better	wildlife	habitat.	

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Flower	bed	 Relocate	
plants	

Autumn,	
winter	

	 	 Spade,	gloves	 Newingham	
Crescent	

Grass	 Extend	
existing	grass	
area	

Spring	 	 	 Grass	seed,	
rakes	

Newingham	
Crescent	

Hedgerow	 Lightly	prune	
to	1m	tall	

Winter	 	 	 Gloves,	shears	 Newingham	
Crescent	

Hedgerow	 Replant	in	
gaps	

Winter	 	 	 Gloves,	trees,	
spades	

Pagram	Way	

Hedgerow	 Remove	wire	
fencing	

All	 	 	 Gloves,	wire	
cutters	

Pagram	Way	

Hedgerow		 Light	annual	
pruning	

Winter	 	 	 Gloves,	
loppers	

Pagram	Way	
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Graham Road 
	
Between	Graham	Road	and	
Starr	End	is	a	large	area	of	
brownfield	habitat.	There	are	
significant	areas	of	rubble	and	
very	little	in	terms	of	soil.	
Despite	this	a	number	of	plant	
species	are	growing	here	and	
many	invertebrates	are	
utilising	the	habitat.	The	
northern	half	appears	to	have	
been	disturbed	more	recently	
and	is	less	interesting	
botanically	–	rosebay	
willowherb	is	abundant	with	
wild	carrot,	dewberry,	cock’s-
foot,	creeping	thistle,	
mugwort	and	yarrow.	There	
are	also	plants	of	square	
stalked	St	John’s	wort,	dog	

rose,	poppy	and	hop	trefoil.	The	area	is	in	relatively	early	stages	of	succession	so	has	a	rare	
combination	of	bare	ground	and	sparse	vegetation.	During	the	survey	Essex	skipper,	ringlet,	meadow	
brown	and	common	blue	butterflies	were	observed	on	the	flowers.		
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The	southern	part	of	the	site	is	more	established	with	denser	vegetation	and	a	greater	coverage	of	
grasses.	The	grassland	here	is	more	like	a	meadow	as	it	has	field	scabious,	bird’s-foot-trefoil,	
agrimony	and	common	centaury	growing	alongside	tall	grasses	of	false	oat-grass	and	rough	meadow	
grass.	One	small	patch	is	damper	and	consequently	supports	glaucous	sedge.	Anthills	are	present	
here	which	supports	the	suggestion	it	has	not	been	disturbed	for	some	years.		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

A	remnant	hedge	cuts	across	the	area	providing	a	valuable	scrub	habitat	and	wildlife	corridor.	The	
size	of	this	habitat	is	such	that	it	could	support	breeding	birds	and	mammals.	Many	of	the	other	
scrub	areas	on	the	estate	are	too	small	to	be	used	for	nesting	but	would	be	visited	for	food	and	
temporary	shelter.	The	hedge	contains	a	number	of	mature	oak	and	ash	trees	with	an	understorey	
of	hawthorn,	elder,	hazel	and	blackthorn.	Some	of	the	hazel	trees	have	been	coppiced	in	the	past	
and	demonstrate	a	multi-stemmed	habit	as	a	result.	The	diversity	of	trees	here	offers	blossom	and	
fruits	of	different	varieties	and	at	different	times	of	the	year	making	it	a	reliable	resource	for	wildlife.	
The	ground	cover	is	largely	dense	bramble	with	some	lords-and-ladies	and	hedge	woundwort.	The	
enclosed	nature	of	the	hedgerow	has	attracted	some	people	to	make	a	den	there.	This	is	not	
currently	damaging	the	trees	but	the	litter	left	can	be	dangerous	to	animals	and	their	presence	will	
cause	some	disturbance.		
Where	the	hedgerow	meets	the	footpath	on	Graham	Road,	the	vegetation	becomes	lusher	and	
spreads	on	to	the	path.	By	mowing	a	1m	strip	along	this	edge	of	the	grassland,	the	area	will	look	
cared	for	and	deliberately	unmanaged.		
At	the	eastern	end	of	the	hedge,	is	a	small	patch	of	scrub	where	the	hedge	has	encroached	on	the	
adjacent	land.	This	also	blends	in	with	the	more	recently	planted	hedge	of	guelder	rose,	hawthorn	
and	field	maple.	This	hedge	is	now	covered	with	bramble	and	any	remaining	tree	guards	and	
supports	need	to	be	removed.		
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It	is	not	clear	when	this	area	will	be	built	on	and	what	habitats	can	be	retained.	In	the	short	term	the	
northern	grassland	does	not	require	any	management	but	the	value	of	its	current	condition	should	
be	communicated	to	local	residents.	The	southern	grassland	would	benefit	from	being	cut	and	
cuttings	removed	every	March	and	late	August.	This	would	help	to	keep	any	bramble,	dewberry	and	
bindweed	under	control	and	also	take	some	of	the	vigour	out	of	the	grasses	allowing	the	wildflowers	
to	flourish.		
The	hedgerow	should	be	managed	to	ensure	longevity	of	the	trees	and	retain	the	dense	habitat	
structure.	The	mature	trees	will	require	monitoring	and	dangerous	branches	dealing	with	as	
required.	If	any	major	tree	work	is	undertaken,	efforts	must	be	taken	to	leave	some	piles	of	
deadwood	within	the	scrub	area.	Large	branches	that	are	difficult	to	move	and	that	would	not	burn	
easily	would	be	ideal.	These	would	become	habitat	for	invertebrates	and	fungi.	The	understorey	
trees	could	be	coppiced	to	encourage	new	dense	growth	rather	than	the	trees	becoming	tall	and	
lacking	ground	cover.	The	trees	selected	for	coppicing	should	be	spread	out	along	the	hedgerow	so	
as	not	to	clear	a	large	area	at	a	time,	they	should	be	trees	that	have	little	low	growth	or	where	there	
is	sparse	understorey.	This	hedgerow	must	be	retained	regardless	of	future	development	plans	for	
the	area.	

Feature	of	
Interest	

Management	
Prescription	

Season	 Responsible	
Body	

Funding	 Equipment	 Comment	

Hedgerow	 Litter	pick	and	
discourage	
disturbance	

All	 	 	 Gloves,	litter	
picker,	bin	bag	

	

Grassland	 Mow	1m	edge	
strip	

Spring,	
summer	

	 	 Mower	 	

Hedgerow	 Remove	tree	
guards	and	
supports	

All	 	 	 Gloves,	knife	 	

Brownfield	
habitat	

Promote	
wildlife	value	

All	 	 	 Printing,	e-
media	

	

Grassland	 Cut	southern	
meadow		

March,	
August	

	 	 Mower	 	

Mature	
trees	

Annual	
monitoring	
and	tree	work	
as	required	

Autumn,	
Winter	

	 	 Tree	surgeon	 	

Understorey	 Coppicing	 Winter	 	 	 Gloves,	saws,	
loppers	
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Northern Perimeter 
Along	the	northern	and	western	boundaries	of	the	estate,	at	the	bottom	of	the	A14	embankment,	is	
a	continuous	strip	of	rough	grassland.	This	strip	is	outside	of	the	boundary	fence	and	therefore	
probably	outside	of	any	existing	management	regimes.		It	varies	in	width	and	is	4m	wide	at	the	
narrowest	point.	The	plant	species	growing	here	vary	from	patches	of	dense	bramble	to	more	open	
vegetation	with	hedge	bindweed,	false	oat-grass,	common	ragwort,	greater	knapweed,	hogweed,	
teasel,	nettle	and	lady’s	bedstraw.	The	strip	has	not	been	cut	and	the	vegetation	stands	at	about	1m	
tall.	This	is	a	really	valuable	habitat	for	wildlife	as	it	offers	nectar	for	insects	and	cover	and	foraging	
for	reptiles,	amphibians	and	small	mammals.	The	threat	to	the	habitat	is	that	bramble	or	bindweed	
swamps	the	other	vegetation.	This	can	be	controlled	by	selectively	cutting	sections	that	are	most	at	
risk.	The	section	should	be	cut	in	the	autumn	and	not	cut	more	frequently	than	one	year	in	two.	
Each	section	should	be	a	maximum	of	20m	long	to	minimise	disturbance	and	temporary	habitat	loss.		
This	strip	would	be	an	interesting	habitat	to	include	in	any	invertebrate	monitoring	due	to	the	lack	of	
disturbance	and	quality	of	the	habitat.	

	
Pond 
Water	is	a	key	requirement	for	many	species.	A	pond	is	not	only	a	place	for	amphibians	to	breed	but	
also	for	birds	to	bathe	and	mammals	to	drink.	The	larvae	of	some	insects,	particularly	dragonflies	
and	damselflies,	are	aquatic	so	a	pond	helps	to	maintain	a	strong	ecosystem.	Ponds	are	often	a	
cause	of	concern	where	there	is	public	access	and	children	playing	unsupervised.	Orchard	Park	does	
not	seem	a	suitable	location	for	a	public	pond	so	the	emphasis	should	be	placed	on	encouraging	
people	to	create	a	pond	in	their	own	gardens.	In	general	the	gardens	are	quite	small	but	even	a	
washing	up	bowl	sunk	into	the	ground	would	benefit	some	creatures.		The	primary	school	has	a	
pond	which	is	used	by	the	pupils	as	part	of	their	education.	The	data	gathered	from	this	could	be	
used	to	persuade	people	to	have	a	pond	of	their	own.		
	

Bird and Bat Boxes 
Bird	and	bat	boxes	were	noted	during	the	survey	but	the	list	is	not	exhaustive.	There	are	distinct	
concentrations	of	bird	boxes	e.g.	Stanley	Avenue	and	Engledow	Drive,	which	likely	reflects	the	work	
of	the	particular	developer	of	that	plot.	Most	of	the	bird	boxes	are	designed	for	swifts	however,	
starlings	were	seen	nesting	in	some	of	them.	No	swifts	were	seen	during	the	survey.	That	the	boxes	
are	being	used	indicates	that	they	are	needed	due	to	a	lack	of	natural	breeding	sites.	There	were	a	
few	boxes	suitable	for	smaller	birds	(tits	and	finches)	and	these	had	been	installed	by	the	home	
owners.	There	is	scope	to	encourage	more	people	to	install	a	bird	box	on	their	house	and	to	monitor	
those	that	are	present.	Monitoring	the	boxes	can	be	done	without	disturbing	the	birds	by	observing	
them	from	a	distance.	This	activity	would	be	a	good	way	of	promoting	the	wildlife	at	Orchard	Park	
and	involving	people	directly.	This	could	be	complemented	by	encouraging	people	to	feed	the	birds.	
Bird	feeders	can	be	placed	on	balconies	so	this	may	help	involve	those	residents	without	gardens.		

The	bat	boxes	are	mainly	located	in	the	wildlife	area	where	they	are	positioned	on	poles.	It	is	not	
known	if	the	boxes	are	being	used	so	monitoring	work	should	be	undertaken.	Initially	this	can	be	
done	by	using	bat	detectors	to	identify	the	species	of	any	bats	seen	flying	in	the	area.	No	licence	is	
needed	to	do	this	as	it	does	not	disturb	the	bats	at	all.	Activity	at	the	boxes	can	be	observed	by	
filming	the	entrance	holes	overnight	and	watching	it	back.	Bats	enter	and	exit	boxes	very	quickly	and	
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this	is	very	hard	to	see	with	the	naked	eye.	If	the	boxes	are	to	be	physically	checked,	this	must	be	
done	by	someone	with	a	licence	to	check	bat	roosts.	It	must	be	assumed	that	bats	are	using	the	
boxes	unless	proven	otherwise	as	disturbing	them	whilst	roosting	is	a	criminal	offence	(bats	and	
their	roosts	are	legally	protected).	The	bat	boxes	could	be	better	used	by	distributing	them	across	
the	estate.	Placing	them	on	mature	trees	or	high	on	buildings	near	areas	of	open	grassland	would	be	
recommended.	Bats	feed	on	insects	so	grasslands,	hedgerows	and	over	water	are	preferred	foraging	
areas.	Wooden	bat	boxes	can	be	made	easily	but	it	may	take	a	few	years	for	the	box	to	be	used	and	
therefore	it	could	result	in	disappointment	if	it	is	used	as	a	community	engagement	exercise.	It	is	
also	difficult	for	people	to	install	a	bat	box	high	enough	on	their	property.	Making	bird	boxes	would	
be	a	more	suitable	activity.		

	
Community Engagement 
There	are	already	some	community	engagement	activities	underway	with	particular	groups	of	
residents.	A	number	of	open	sessions	have	been	held	and	have	been	well	attended	by	local	
residents.	The	longer	term	plan	is	to	recruit	more	volunteers	to	aid	with	enhancing	areas	of	the	
estate	for	wildlife,	undertake	surveys	and	to	garden	with	wildlife	in	mind.	Due	to	the	importance	of	
wildlife-gardening,	there	should	be	an	overall	project	or	target	that	people	can	contribute	towards.	
Psychologically,	people	are	more	likely	to	do	their	bit	if	they	are	part	of	something	bigger	and	feel	
supported	and	encouraged.	To	encourage	people	to	consider	garden	wildlife	there	could	be	a	
competition	such	as	growing	sunflowers	or	having	the	best	container.	These	would	be	very	visual	
and	a	simple	message	to	promote.	In	future	years	this	competition	could	expand	into	‘Best	Wildlife	
Garden’	or	an	open	gardens	weekend.		
	
Around	Orchard	Park,	there	are	some	tasks	that	could	be	used	to	easily	show	people	that	the	
volunteer	group	is	active	and	making	a	difference.	This	plan	outlines	a	number	of	areas	and	tasks	
that	would	improve	them	but	the	initial	effort	should	be	focussed	on	those	that	would	help	recruit	
more	volunteers.	For	example,	tidying	up	an	area	by	a	busy	thoroughfare	and	putting	up	a	
temporary	notice	to	say	who	undertook	the	work	and	how	people	can	get	involved.	If	the	group	is	
working	in	a	particular	area	then	fliers	should	be	dropped	through	neighbouring	doors	inviting	
residents	to	come	along	too.	Where	there	are	large	scale	jobs	these	could	be	done	as	an	estate-wide	
task.	Many	villages	organise	Big	Clean	Up	days	when	volunteers	are	provided	with	litter	pickers	and	
bin	bags	and	systematically	clean	up	the	village.	Something	like	this	could	be	an	annual	event	with	a	
social	aspect	or	incentive	such	as	a	barbeque	afterwards.	Likewise	with	removing	tree	guards	and	
ties	from	the	established	trees.		

This	plan	has	highlighted	some	good	examples	of	how	new	habitats	have	been	created	to	look	
appealing	whilst	also	benefiting	wildlife.	These	areas	should	be	promoted	or	used	as	demonstration	
areas	during	events.	Small	signs	could	be	installed	to	inform	what	makes	it	a	good	habitat.	This	
would	be	particularly	beneficial	where	meadow	areas	are	being	created	as	they	are	often	perceived	
as	messy	areas	that	have	been	neglected.	In	the	orchard,	it	would	be	useful	to	install	signs	saying	
what	variety	of	apple	the	tree	is	and	when	the	best	time	to	pick	the	fruit	is.		

National	campaigns	are	a	useful	hook	for	involving	people	with	activities.	Events	could	link	in	with	
Springwatch	and	Autumnwatch,	National	Moth	Night	or	National	Nestbox	Week.			


